Tht CfmicaH Hifime of 

Mati}r that ha\re at times made moneto me. 

Therefore he hates me. 

Sal. I am fure the Duke will nerer grant 
This forfeiture to hold . 

t^nt. The Duke cannot deny the cGucfe of Law: 
Tor the Commodity that ftrangers ba^re 
With us in Ve»iee,\i\x. be denyed, 

Will muqh impeach the juftice of the ftate. 

Since that the Trade and Profit of the Citic 
Confifteth of all Nations. Therefore go, 

Thefc griefes and Ioffes hath fo bated me 
That I fliall hardly fpare a pound of flcfli 
To morrowjto my bloudy Creditor. 

Well Iayloron,prayGod Bajfamocdtae 

To &e me pay his debt, and then I care not. 'Exemt, 

Enter Portia, Nerriffa,Lorenzojelfica,4»<^ * 

Zffr.^^'Madara,3lth ough I fpeak it in year preface, 

Y ou have a noble and a true conceit 
©fgpld-like amitie, which appeares tnoft ftrongly 
In bearing, thus the abfence of your Lord. 

But if you knew to whom you Ihew this honour. 

How true a Gentleman you fend reliefe. 

How dcerc> Lover of my Lord your husband, 

I know you would be prouder of the workc. 

Then cuftomary bounty can enforce you. 

For, I never did repent for doing good. 

Nor fhall not now : for in companions 
That do converfc and waft the time together, 

W hofc fbules do beare an equall yoke of love. 

There muft be needs a like proportion 
Of lyniamentSjof manners,and offpirit j 
Which makes methinke that this ^ntbonio 
Being the bofbme Lover of my Lord, 

Muft needs be like my Lord. If it be lb, 

Ho w little is the epft I have befto wed 


' riffTltiillli 


the (Merchant of Vented 

In purchafing the fcmblance of my foule ; 

From out the ftatc of hellifh cruelty : 

This comes too neerc the praifing of my felfe. 

Therefore no more of it . bcere other things 
Lorenfo I commit into,your bands, 

1 he husbandry and mannage of my houlc. 

Untill my Lords rcturne : for mine own part 
I have toward heaven breath’d a fecrct vow. 

To live in prayer and contemplation, 

Oncly attended by Nerrijfa here. 

Untill her husband and my Lords rcturne. 

There is a Monaftery two miles off 
And there we will abide. I do ^eftre you 
Not to deny this impofition, 

The which my Love,and fome necefticy 
Now layes upon me. 

Loren. Madamc,with all my heart, 

1 /hall obey you in all fairecommands.^ 

For. My people do already know my mind. 

And will acknowledge you and lefftea 
In place of Lord Eafanio and my felfc. 

So fare ydu well till we (hall meet again. 

Lor. Faire thoughts and happy houresattend oti yon. 
leffi. I wifh your Ladifhip all hearts content. 

Tor, I thank you for your wifh,and am well plcafd 
To wifh it back on you : fare you well lejfisa. Exenm 
Now Balthaferyzs I have ever found thee boneft trtte, 
So let me find thee fiill : take this fame letter. 

And ufe thou all th’cndevour of a man. 

In /peed to MantHaJkt thou render this 

Into my coufins hand Doftor BeUriOy 

And look what notes and garments he doth give thee, 

B. ing them I pray thee with imagin’d Ipced 

Unto the Trantft,to the common Ferry 

Which Tiades to Venice • wafte no time in word 

Bat gt t thee gone,I ftiall b'- there before thee, 

Taltha. Madam, I go with all convenient fpeed... 

Fort Comc©niVerr»j^,ihavcworke inh^ 


